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Description automatically generated]Pacific Agricultural Certification Society
PO Box 20094, Vernon, BC V1T 9L4 phone 250-558-7927 fax 250-558-7947 admin@pacscertifiedorganic.ca          Website:  www.pacscertifiedorganic.ca



[bookmark: _Hlk88960][bookmark: _Hlk88961][bookmark: _Hlk88962][bookmark: _Hlk88963][bookmark: _Hlk89086][bookmark: _Hlk89087][bookmark: _Hlk89088][bookmark: _Hlk89089]Pacific Agricultural Certification Society




Organic Plan: Crop
Operators who seek certification of farm crops including vegetables, small fruits, large fruits, edible flowers, nuts, grains, forage, and greenhouses or hoop houses with in-ground crops & without the use of supplemental heat or light should use this form. NOTE: If producing sprouts, shoot, or microgreens (crops harvested within 30 days of imbibition), you must complete a Crop Plan Appendix: Sprouts, Shoots, and Microgreens.  Livestock producers must complete this form in addition to a Livestock Plan.
Use the accompanying "PACS Crop Plan Guide" to assist in completion of this form.
Form instructions:  This form can be completed on a computer, (save the form onto your hard drive before filling it in; to fill in, place cursor in grey boxes) or printed and completed with a black ink pen. Do not use pencil.  If you run out of room, attach another file or sheet of paper. Keep a copy of this form for your records.
	Name:
[bookmark: Text681]     
	Farm Name (as you wish it to appear on your certificate):
[bookmark: Text390][bookmark: Text3]     
	Date (dd/mm/yyyy):
[bookmark: Text682]     

	Mailing address, including municipality:
[bookmark: Text446]     
[bookmark: Text683]Phone #:       	Fax #:       
Email address:       
	Inspection Site Location(s):	
|_| Same as mailing address 
|_| Different (please specify):            
|_| Multiple locations (list inspection sites below)

	Multiple inspection site addresses (if applicable):
     

	Provide directions to main farm location (attach separate sheet if information cannot fit in this space):
     

	Main Contact Person(s):
Name:       	Title:      
Phone:       	Fax:       	Email address:     

	Additional Contact Person:
[bookmark: Text134][bookmark: Text684]Name:       	Title:      
[bookmark: Text447][bookmark: Text138][bookmark: Text449]Phone #:       	Fax #:       	Email address:       
As per PACS policy, we will only respond to emails from approved contacts. If adding contacts following submission of this application, please contact the PACS office.
	For Office Use Only:
[bookmark: Text8][bookmark: Text9]Reviewed by:           Date:       




	A.  CERTIFICATION INFORMATION

	1. 
	[bookmark: Text142]Have you ever applied for organic certification with any certification body in the past?  |_|no    |_|yes
[bookmark: Text622]  If yes, indicate certification agency and year:       
  If yes, were you denied certification or had your certification suspended or revoked?  |_|no    |_|yes –Describe corrective measures taken:       

	2. 
	Do you hold any type of organic certification? (i.e. Attestation of Compliance or Packaging & Labelling certificate)  |_|no    |_|yes
  If yes, are you planning to keep concurrent certifications?    |_|no    |_|yes – identify the certification body:      
Do you have certification by other agencies such as CanadaGAP or Food Safe, etc? |_|no    |_|yes > Details:      

	3. 
	Have you reviewed the 2020 version of the Canadian Organic Standards and Permitted Substances Lists (CAN/CGSB-32.310 and CAN/CGSB 32.311 (PSL)) while filling in this Plan?   |_|no    |_|yes   These documents can be found on the PACS website

	4. 
	Do you train your staff about the requirements of the Canadian Organic Standards?    |_|not applicable – have no staff.
[bookmark: Text450]|_|yes    |_|no - explain how and when you plan to rectify this situation.       

	5. 
	List all crops or products for which certification is requested.
[bookmark: Text802]     
NOTE:  Applications for any of the following must be received 15 months before the day on which the product is expected to be marketed (SFCR s. 344(3)): field or garden crops (or crops grown in greenhouses with an in-ground permanent soil system) or pastures, maple products, or aquaculture products
Do you want products that are listed on your organic certificate to show organic equivalence to countries with whom Canada has organic equivalence arrangements? (relevant if you export out of Canada)    |_|no     |_|yes
If yes, to which countries do you export product?       

	6. 
	If any of the products to be certified are not produced by your enterprise (e.g., packing organic produce) provide the following information: 	|_|not applicable
[bookmark: Text794][bookmark: Text796]Name of enterprise producing the product:           Certification Body:      
[bookmark: Text797]Product(s) involved:       

	7. 
	CAN/CGSB-32.310 clauses 5.1.3 and 5.1.4 state that each enterprise should aim at complete transition to organic.  During the transition period, an enterprise can maintain a non-organic production system that is entirely separate and identified pending incorporation into the transition process (Split Operation).  Production units can be converted one at a time.  Parallel production has specific limitations.
Is there any part of your enterprise that will not be included in the transition plan (including crops, livestock or poultry for your own consumption)?
|_|no – this operation will be entirely organic Skip to Section C
|_|yes – this is a split operation Continue to Section B

	8. 
	Do you lease any portion of your operation to another operator? |_|no    |_|yes – Details, including the operation name, and name of the Certification Body, if organic:      
If you lease grazing land to a livestock operator, please fill out the Third-Party Grazing Declaration.  |_|I have attached the Third-Party Grazing Declaration.




	[bookmark: _Hlk82079781]B.  SPLIT OPERATION	|_|not applicable – my operation will be entirely organic

	9. 
	Please use the following table to identify all non-organic crops (including hay and pasture) and animals. For crops, also indicate whether you are growing the same variety in both organic and non-organic sections of your operation (parallel production). 
	Crop or Type of Animal
	Field ID(s)*
(or n/a)
	GMO?
	Acres/ha
	In parallel production?**

	     
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N

	     
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N

	     
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N

	     
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N

	     
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N

	     
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N
	     
	|_|Y  |_|N


*Include non-organic production units on farm map(s) submitted to PACS.
**See CAN/CGSB-32.310 clauses 5.1.4 and 5.1.5 for parallel production allowances and answer the question below.
If more space is required, attach a separate page.  |_|an extra page is attached

	10. 
	If yes, to growing crops in parallel production, explain the circumstances further:       	|_|n/a - I have no parallel production
Use the chart below to indicate how you maintain the integrity and identity of the parallel crops during:
	Production:
	     

	Harvesting
	     

	Storage
	     

	Processing
	     

	Packaging
	     

	Marketing
	     




	11. 
	Both organic and non-organic crops will be inspected prior to harvest, and you must maintain verifiable, accurate, segregated records for both organic and non-organic product streams which will be audited after harvest.  The records must be available for the VO to verify during your organic inspections.
[bookmark: _Hlk82947994]I understand that during my annual inspections, the Verification Officer will inspect spray records and inventories and crop and sales records from my non-organic operation.    |_|yes    |_|no – explain:       

	12. 
	List the soil and fertility amendments, herbicides, pesticides, feeds, or any other production related input that you use on the non-organic portion of your operation.	|_|not applicable - I do not use inputs
	Product
	Brand Name
	Field ID
	Storage Location
	Applied by Self (s) or Custom (c)

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


If more space is required, attach a separate page.  |_|an extra page is attached

	13. 
	How are the non-organic crops visually distinguishable from the organic crops?       

	14. 
	Do you store prohibited materials in the same location as allowed materials?  |_|yes    |_|no
If yes, explain how you segregate them and identify the materials prohibited in the organic units:       

	15. 
	Do you use the same equipment on both organic and non-organic sections of your operation? |_|yes    |_|no
If yes, do you maintain a cleaning log? |_|yes    |_|no

	16. 
	If feeding GMO feed, or any other products that are prohibited in organic production, describe where the products are fed in relation to your organic production units:             |_|not applicable

	17. 
	How do you separate and identify organic and non-organic growing areas?        

	18. 
	Do you have separate storage areas for organic and non-organic produce?    |_|yes    |_|no   |_|n/a 
If no, explain how you prevent commingling/contamination of the organic produce in storage
     

	19. 
	Do you use the same washing facilities for organic and non-organic produce?    |_|yes    |_|no   |_|n/a- I do not wash produce
If yes, how do you avoid contamination of the organic crops?       
How do you avoid commingling of organic and non-organic produce throughout the washing area?       

	20. 
	Do you have separate packing facilities for non-organic produce?    |_|yes    |_|no   |_|n/a
If no, how do you prevent commingling of organic and non-organic produce?
     




	C.  ENTERPRISE OVERVIEW

	21. 
	New applicants and organic operators bringing new land into (or removing it from) the certification program must complete the Field Identification Sheet to identify all fields (available on the PACS website).
Include a detailed diagram of your farm layout (farm map).  See Crop Guide for details. 
[bookmark: Check960][bookmark: Check961][bookmark: Check962]|_|Map is attached 	Map has been sent by:    |_|Post    |_|Email   |_|Fax
Use the chart below to describe the total land base owned/managed – organic, non-organic and wild (bush, waste, rocky) – (specify acres or hectares)

	Description of land unit
	Area in acres or hectares:

	Farmed area to be certified
	     

	Farmed area not in the certification program
	     

	Wild area that will be managed organically
	     

	Wild area not managed organically
	     

	Residence and building areas not to be CO
	     

	Total area owned and/or managed
	     




	22. 
	Do you have production buildings (barns, storage, drying or equipment sheds etc) on your property?    |_|yes   |_|no
If yes, do any of these buildings contain treated wood construction materials?    |_|yes   |_| no
[bookmark: Text691]If yes, how are the treated components isolated from contact with organic products?       

	23. 
	[bookmark: Check1095][bookmark: Check1096][bookmark: Check1097]Polyvinyl chloride plastics are prohibited for use as plastic mulch, row covers or solarisation materials on organic enterprises.  Are there any such PVC products currently in use on your enterprise?    |_|yes   |_|no    |_|unknown
[bookmark: Text791]If yes, what are your plans for bringing your enterprise into compliance?       

	24. 
	Do you have in-ground fence posts that are treated with prohibited substances (substances not listed on the Permitted Substances Lists), such as chromated copper arsenate (CCA) on your property?	|_|no
[bookmark: Text692]Yes	|_|in use	AND/OR	|_|stockpiled (previously used)– number stockpiled:       
[bookmark: Check963][bookmark: Check964][bookmark: Text693]Are you seeking permission to continue using these treated posts?    |_|yes	|_|no   Give details:       
Note:  New wood installations must be untreated or treated only with materials listed for that application on the Permitted Substances Lists.

	25. 
	Water use table:  Please complete for all sources of water on your farm.
	Source
	Use
	Method of Delivery
	Tested?

	     
	     
	     
	[bookmark: Check965][bookmark: Check966]|_|yes	|_|no

	     
	     
	     
	|_|yes	|_|no

	     
	     
	     
	|_|yes	|_|no

	     
	     
	     
	|_|yes	|_|no

	     
	     
	     
	|_|yes	|_|no


If your water is provided by a municipality, place an “X” here |_| and skip to question #27.

	26. 
	The National Standards require the use of potable water for washing or rinsing food products intended for human consumption.  If the water supply to your enterprise is from a private source, you will require a water test proving the rinse water is potable.
[bookmark: Check1108]|_|not applicable – skip to next question.
[bookmark: Check1001][bookmark: Check1002][bookmark: Text738]I have had a water test performed on the rinse water source.    |_|no   |_|yes – date of last test:       
[bookmark: Check1070][bookmark: Check1094][bookmark: Text790]|_|The water test is attached.	|_|A water test was submitted to PACS on (date):       

	27. 
	[bookmark: Text698]Describe any water features and wet season drainage areas on the land base and measures used to prevent contamination by farm wastes or surface runoff.       




	D.  ORGANIC PLAN
CAN/CGSB-32.310 clauses 4.1 through 4.3 require that an operator submit to a certification body an organic plan with details of transition, production, preparation and management practices.  The plan must be updated annually.  The plan must describe internal record-keeping systems with documents sufficient to meet the traceability requirement specified in the standard.

	28. 
	Indicate the records you use or intend to use (have current copies ready for inspection by the Verification Officer (VO)):
|_|Farm map (or diagram or satellite view)	|_|Field maps (or diagrams)
|_|Barn or animal holding facility diagrams	|_|Outdoor run diagrams (with dimensions)
|_|Soil tests	|_|Water tests
|_|Conformity documentation from the supplier of off-farm sourced manure
|_|Planting records (production records, field activity records)
|_|Receipts for purchased inputs (such as fertilizers, sprays, compost, off-farm manure, etc.)
|_|Input Log (material application records, spray record, manure application record)
|_|Equipment Cleaning Log
|_|Harvest Record (amounts and dates)	|_|Buffer zone harvest / storage / use records
|_|Sales records (purchase orders, contracts, invoices, cash receipts, cash receipt journal, sales journal, etc.) for both organically produced products and non-organically produced products
|_|Farm gate / Farmers' Market daily sales records by crop
|_|Storage records that show storage location, storage identification, production area, amounts stored, and cleaning activities
|_|Copies of organic certificates for any produce that is being handled, re-sold or processed
|_|Transportation records (shipping records, clean-truck (rail car) affidavits, transportation affidavits)
|_|Customer Complaint form and Log
|_|Records tracking products with differing statuses (organic / transitional / non-organic)
|_|Lease, rental or land use agreement documents
[bookmark: Check1099]|_|Other (specify):       
NOTE:  Records of non-organic production must be available for inspection by the VO.

	29. 
	Do you issue sales invoices when you sell your products?    |_|yes     |_|no     If no, explain:              |_|n/a – I am an initial applicant
If yes,
     Is the organic status of your products identified?  |_|yes     |_|no     If no, explain:       
     Do invoices indicate “Certified by PACS” or “Certified Organic by PACS”?  |_|yes     |_|no     If no, explain:       

	30. 
	[bookmark: Text636]Do you maintain all records on site?    |_|yes     |_|no     If no, explain:       
Do you maintain your records for the minimum 5 years required under CAN/CGSB-32-310 clause 4.4.5?
|_|yes      |_|new applicant – will do from now on       |_|no – why?:       

	31. 
	CAN/CGSB-32.310 clause 4.4.4 requires that you develop and implement a Risk Management Plan to prevent GE contamination.
Do you have crops at risk of contamination from commercialized GE crops?   |_|no    |_|yes
If yes what mitigation strategies do you have in place (or planned) to protect your crops from cross-pollination?
|_|Physical barriers	|_|Border rows	|_|Delayed planting	|_|Isolation via distance 
|_|Testing seeds	|_|Equipment and storage sanitation protocols 	|_|Other – give details:       




	E.  LAND REQUIREMENTS and ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

	32. 
	Describe the methods you use to provide distinct, defined boundaries for your production units (i.e. fences, ditches, hedges, etc.):       

	33. 
	Upon what date did you begin using organic management practices on your land and crops?             |_|n/a – I am a renewing applicant
NOTE:  Historical uses of productive land being included in an organic certification program and inputs applied to the crops and soils must be disclosed for a period of at least 36 months prior to the harvest of an organic crop.  Verification shall be conducted before the first harvest of product from each production unit.
|_|Check to confirm that you have completed and submitted the Land Use History Sheet & Landowner Declaration forms, available on the PACS website.

	34. 
	If you are a renewing applicant and wish to add, or remove, land to the scope of your certification this year, please complete the following table:              |_|not applicable – I am a new applicant
	Physical Address (land location)
	Crop 
	Adding production unit (A)
Removing production unit (R)
	Land Use History Sheet and Landowner Declaration forms submitted

	     
	     
	|_|A    |_|R
	|_|yes    |_|no – explain:       

	     
	     
	|_|A    |_|R
	|_|yes    |_|no – explain:       

	     
	     
	|_|A    |_|R
	|_|yes    |_|no – explain:       

	     
	     
	|_|A    |_|R
	|_|yes    |_|no – explain:       


|_|I have attached updated map(s) to reflect the above changes
Attach an extra sheet if more space is required.  |_|An extra sheet is attached.

	35. 
	[bookmark: Text694]Describe the adjoining land uses for fields bordering your property (not owned or managed by you).  Include all areas on all sites where your property borders another property:       
Attach an extra sheet if more space is required.    |_|An extra sheet is attached

	36. 
	[bookmark: Text731]Describe any measures that you have taken to minimize contamination risks from neighbouring properties (i.e. drainage ditches, hedgerows, plastic barriers etc).       

	37. 
	[bookmark: Check1109]List specific buffer zones that you maintain on your own property:	|_|not applicable – skip to next section
	Field IDs
	What is grown in Buffer
	Width of Buffer

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


Attach an extra sheet if more space is required.  |_|An extra sheet is attached. 

	38. 
	[bookmark: Text695]What do you plan to do with produce harvested from the buffer zones?       
NOTE:  You must keep complete records of crops harvested from buffer zones, which are always considered non-organic.

	39. 
	If crops are harvested from buffer zones with equipment used for harvesting organic crops, you must have procedures in place to ensure no contamination or commingling of the organic crop occurs during harvest, storage and shipping.  Explain how you protect the integrity of the organic crop:       

	40. 
	[bookmark: Text696]Describe the methods that you use to ensure that contamination is not introduced onto your organic production units or crops via equipment used for both organic and non-organic crops:       

	41. 
	Describe the management practices you use to promote and protect ecosystem health on your operation:
     
Select the features that you incorporate to maintain biodiversity on your property:
|_|Pollinator habitat  |_|Insectary areas  |_|Wildlife habitat  |_|Riparian areas/Wetlands  |_|Other:      




	F.  FARM MANAGEMENT

	42. 
	[bookmark: Check984]Seeds and Planting Stock (CAN/CGSB-32.310 clause 5.3)	|_|I do not use seed – skip to question 46.
How do you ensure you are not using genetically modified seed?        
Describe the evidence that you have demonstrating that the seed you have purchased is not genetically modified.       

	43. 
	If you use pelleted, treated, or primed seeds, are all the pelleting ingredients or treatments approved for organic production?
[bookmark: Check988][bookmark: Text728]|_|yes    |_|no    |_|unknown – explain:       

	44. s
	List all separate seed sources:
	Seed source/supplier
	Vegetable (V), Forage (F),
Grain (G), Cover Crop (C)
	Organic (O) or
Non-organic (N)

	     
	[bookmark: Check985][bookmark: Check986][bookmark: Check987]|_|V    |_|F    |_|G    |_|C
	|_|O    |_|N

	     
	|_|V    |_|F    |_|G    |_|C
	|_|O    |_|N

	     
	|_|V    |_|F    |_|G    |_|C
	|_|O    |_|N

	     
	|_|V    |_|F    |_|G    |_|C
	|_|O    |_|N

	     
	|_|V    |_|F    |_|G    |_|C
	|_|O    |_|N

	     
	|_|V    |_|F    |_|G    |_|C
	|_|O    |_|N

	     
	|_|V    |_|F    |_|G    |_|C
	|_|O    |_|N

	     
	|_|V    |_|F    |_|G    |_|C
	|_|O    |_|N


If more space is required, attach a separate page.   |_|An extra page is attached.

	45. 
	For each of the seeds indicated above that are non-organic, provide details of your search for organic sources:
	Source/supplier
	Date of investigation
	Result

	[bookmark: Text746]     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


If more space is required, attach a separate sheet.   |_|An extra page is attached.

	46. 
	If you purchase planting stock or annual seedlings, complete the following table
[bookmark: Check989]|_|not applicable- I do not purchase planting stock or seedlings – skip to #49
For non-organic perennial transplants, indicate the date of planting. Non-organic perennial planting stock treated with substances prohibited by CAN/CGSB-32.310, 1.5 a), 1.5 b), 1.5 c), or 1.5 d) require a 12-month transition prior to their first organic harvest.
Annual seedlings MUST be organic.
	Source/supplier
	Planting stock or
seedling type or variety
	Organic (O) or
Non-organic (N)
	Date of planting
non-organic stock

	     
	     
	|_|O    |_|N
	     

	     
	     
	|_|O    |_|N
	     

	     
	     
	|_|O    |_|N
	     

	     
	     
	|_|O    |_|N
	     

	     
	     
	|_|O    |_|N
	     

	     
	     
	|_|O    |_|N
	     


If more space is required, attach a separate page.  |_|An extra page is attached.

	47. 
	[bookmark: Text747]For each non-organic seed or planting stock purchased that is treated, primed, pelleted or coated, you must have evidence that the treatments are not comprised of anything other than substances listed in Tables 4.2 or 7.3 of CAN/CGSB-32.311. You must show the evidence to the VO.        I understand.
Exceptions:
|_| I use seed primed with substances not listed on Table 4.2 or Table 7.3 of CAN/CGSB 32.311 but the priming process does not contain pesticides that are not listed on Table 4.2 (Column 2) or Table 7.3.
|_| I use seeds or planting stock treated with substances necessary for compliance to international, federal, or provincial phytosanitary or food safety regulations.
|_| Non-organic perennial planting stock treated with permitted substances was unavailable; therefore, I understand that any planting stock treated with substances prohibited by 1.5 a), 1.5 b), 1.5 c) or 1.5 d) must be managed in accordance with the standard for at least 12 months before the first harvest of organic products.

	48. 
	Do you start annual seedlings/transplants in winter or spring that will be planted out on your own operation?  |_|yes    |_|no
  If yes, are these seedlings grown in a structure under 100% artificial lighting? |_|yes    |_|no
       If yes, check to verify your understanding that artificial lighting is permitted only from seeding to first transplanting. |_|yes, I understand that a source of natural lighting must be provided following the first transplanting of my seedlings. 

[bookmark: Check990][bookmark: Check991]Do you grow organic seedlings/transplants on your farm for sale?    |_|yes   |_|no
   If yes, explain how you provide a source of natural lighting:      

[bookmark: Text705]List all the ingredients in your soil mix for seedlings as soil volumes must comply with CAN/CGSB-32.310 clause 7.5:       

	49. 	
	Describe your long-term soil maintenance and/or improvement plan (including but not limited to: crop rotations, fertilization programs, use of manure, application rates and timing, composting methods, other methods used to increase organic matter, harvest residue management plan and methods of reducing nutrient leaching).
[bookmark: Text697]     

	50. 	
	Describe your soil fertility and nutrient management techniques.       

	51. 	
	Describe your irrigation system/equipment.      	|_|none used
When irrigation is used, you must document precautions taken to prevent contamination of your land and crops with substances not included in CAN/CGSB-32.311.  Describe the precautions you have implemented:       

	52. 	
	Describe your equipment:
|_|all my equipment is used exclusively by my organic operation
|_|I only use hand tools  (If you mark this selection, skip question 53.)
|_|I share equipment only with other certified organic growers  identify the other organic grower(s):       
|_|I use a custom service or share service/equipment with conventional growers (continue below):
Identify the service provider:       
Identify the precautions taken on shared equipment (including sprayers) to thoroughly clean the parts of any prohibited substance prior to use on your organic crops:       
Is the cleaning event recorded (date, time, identity of equipment and operator) with a copy maintained in your records?
|_|yes    |_|no – why:       

	53. 
	List all major equipment that is used for both organic and non-organic production or by the custom service.  Describe how you plan to do adequate clean-out procedures and how you will document that the cleanout is done.            |_|n/a – all equipment is dedicated to organic production
	Equipment used (include size or capacity
	Specify cleanout and documentation

	[bookmark: Text805]     
	     

	[bookmark: Text806]     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


[bookmark: Text803]Where is equipment maintenance performed and by whom?       
[bookmark: Text804]How and where is used engine oil, hydraulic fluid and other contaminated equipment waste disposed of?      

	54. 
	Crop and Field Information.  Complete the following table by crop, for all organically managed fields for the current or approaching season (include seedlings (if selling starts), hay, and pasture).
	Crop Variety
	Field ID(s)
	Acres or area of Crop
	Projected Yield
identify unit of measurement

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


If more space is required, attach a separate page.   |_|An extra page is attached.

	55. 
	Do you use a crop rotation plan for annual and biennial field crops?	|_|no    |_|yes – Details:       

	56. 
	Do you have in-ground crops grown in a structure such as a cold frame, caterpillar tunnel, etc., without supplemental lighting, heating or CO2 enrichment?	|_|yes    |_|no
  If yes, approximate growing area under cover:       

	57. 
	Do you have in-ground crops grown in a structure such as a cold frame, caterpillar tunnel, etc., with supplemental lighting, heating or CO2 enrichment OR do you grow crops in containers (either indoors or outdoors)?	|_|yes    |_|no
  If yes, you must submit an Organic Plan: Crops Grown in Structures or Containers |_| Organic Plan - CGSC attached

	58. 
	[bookmark: Check995]Orchards, Vineyards and Small Fruits:	|_|not applicable
Describe the plant cover of your orchard floor and how you manage it.  Provide details of mowing, cultivation methods, mulching, grazing, rotation of cover crops, weed management, etc.
     




	G.  CROP RESIDUES, COMPOST AND MANURE

	59. 
	CAN/CGSB-32.310 clause 5.4.5 requires each organic enterprise to practice nutrient recycling.  Describe how you use your own crop wastes and residues (prunings, thinnings, culls, stalks, etc.).
|_|Leave them on the ground to decompose	|_|Till them into the soil	|_|Feed them to my livestock
[bookmark: Text743]|_|Bury them to eliminate potential pest problems (i.e. drosophila fruit fly) 	|_|other – explain:       

	60. 
	[bookmark: Check967][bookmark: Check968]Do you have free-ranging livestock or poultry depositing wastes and residues in crop production areas?    |_|no    |_|yes
If yes, how do you avoid crop contamination?       

	61. 
	Do you compost plant and/or animal wastes and residues on-farm?    |_|no – skip to question 65   |_|yes
If yes, how do you avoid run off into nearby water features?       
How do you avoid soil and surface water contamination?       
[bookmark: Text733]How do you avoid crop contamination?       

	62. 
	[bookmark: Check1091]Type of on-farm composting system:	|_|not applicable
[bookmark: Check981][bookmark: Check982][bookmark: Check983]|_|windrow	|_|static pile	|_|in vessel	|_|aerated pile	|_|sectioned bins

	63. 
	Do you add animal manure to your compost?  |_|no   |_|yes
If yes, select one of the following to indicate how you comply with the standards: 
   |_| I maintain records regarding mixing or turning my compost pile and record the temperature to ensure the compost has reached a temperature of 55oC (130oF) for 4 consecutive days or more prior to use.
   |_| I have submitted test results to PACS to verify that my compost meets the limits for acceptable levels (Most Probable Number of total solids per gram [MPN/g total solids] of human pathogens specified in Guidelines for Compost Quality.

	64. 
	Have you checked that the compost feedstocks (including those for compost tea) meet the requirements of PSL Table 4.2?
|_|yes   |_|no

	65. 
	[bookmark: Check972][bookmark: Check973]Do you obtain compost material from off-farm sources?    |_|no – skip to the next question   |_|yes
If yes, identify the source:      
Is the source certified organic?  |_|yes- organic certificate attached    |_|no – proceed with this question

If obtained from another farm, have feedstock sources been documented to verify compliance to CAN/CGSB-32.311 Table 4.2 Compost Feedstocks?  |_|yes    |_|no – Explain:      

If obtained from a source other than another farm, explain how the compost conforms to the criteria of CAN/CGSB-32.311 Table 4.2 Compost from off-farm sources:      

	66. 
	Do you plan to use raw (fresh or aged) animal manure that has not been composted according to the requirements of the organic standards?
|_|no – I will not use manure at all   OR   |_|no – I compost my manure according to the requirements of the organic standards
|_|yes – proceed with this question
If yes, is the manure produced on-farm?  |_|yes   |_|no
     If no, is the manure purchased from an organic source?  |_|yes – Identify source:           |_|no – identify source and continue this question:       
                 If organic manure is not commercially available, check the following to identify that you are in compliance with the organic standards.  If any of the following are not true, explain:       
|_|I have attempted to obtain manure from an organic source.
|_|I have attached a Manure Declaration to identify that the requirements of CAN/CGSB-32.310 clause 5.5.1.1 a) and b) are met, 
|_|I keep records of the source, quantity of manure purchased, and type of livestock from which it is obtained.
|_|Since organic manure is not available, I have made it a priority to try obtain manure from livestock operations that are transitional, land-based, and who do not use genetically engineered (GE) ingredients or derivatives in animal feeds. 

	67. 
	Is there bedding material mixed with the manure you use?  |_|yes   |_|no	|_|not applicable – I do not use manure
If yes, please submit a Mulch Producer Declaration.   |_|Mulch Producer Declaration is attached.

	68. 
	[bookmark: Check1101][bookmark: Check1100]Do you use processed animal manure as a soil amendment?  |_|no – skip to the next question   |_|yes - continue below.
Do you have documentation describing the method of processing and the type of physical, biological or chemical treatment applied to the manure?   |_|yes – Details:           |_|no- Explain:       
NOTE:  To be permitted, any substances used must be listed in Table 4.2 of CAN/CGSB-32.311.

	69. 
	What type of manure is applied (chicken, hog, horse)?       	|_|not applicable – I do not use manure
Application method used:       
Rate of application:       

	70. 
	When raw manure or manure tea is applied to land before a food crop intended for human consumption, it must be incorporated into the soil following this schedule:
· Edible portion of crop does not contact soil – 90 days before harvest.
· Edible portion of crop has direct contact with soil (or with manure tea) – 120 days before harvest.
Please fill in the following chart regarding your application practices.
	Timing of application
	Rate
	When incorporated
	Crop at time of application
	Crop to be planted after application
	Harvest date

	[bookmark: Text752]     
	[bookmark: Text758]     
	[bookmark: Text764]     
	[bookmark: Text770]     
	[bookmark: Text776]     
	[bookmark: Text787]     

	[bookmark: Text753]     
	[bookmark: Text759]     
	[bookmark: Text765]     
	[bookmark: Text771]     
	[bookmark: Text777]     
	[bookmark: Text786]     

	[bookmark: Text754]     
	[bookmark: Text760]     
	[bookmark: Text766]     
	[bookmark: Text772]     
	[bookmark: Text778]     
	[bookmark: Text785]     

	[bookmark: Text755]     
	[bookmark: Text761]     
	[bookmark: Text767]     
	[bookmark: Text773]     
	[bookmark: Text779]     
	[bookmark: Text784]     

	[bookmark: Text756]     
	[bookmark: Text762]     
	[bookmark: Text768]     
	[bookmark: Text774]     
	[bookmark: Text780]     
	[bookmark: Text783]     

	[bookmark: Text757]     
	[bookmark: Text763]     
	[bookmark: Text769]     
	[bookmark: Text775]     
	[bookmark: Text781]     
	[bookmark: Text782]     


If more space is required, attach a separate sheet.  (Note:  The National Standard requires that these types of records be maintained in your recordkeeping system as part of your organic plan.)

	71. 
	[bookmark: Check1068][bookmark: Check1069]Do you test your compost and/or your soil to ensure that heavy metals, pathogenic organisms or prohibited substances residues are not accumulating in your soil?   |_|yes   |_|no




	H.  CROP, PEST, DISEASE and WEED MANAGEMENT
Crop health and losses due to weeds, diseases and pests must be managed through organic cultural practices, mechanical techniques, and physical techniques.  When these alone are insufficient, substances listed in the Permitted Substances Lists may be used.  Conditions causing the need for the use of these substances must be documented.

	72. 
	Before applying a soil amendment or crop production aid, do you check that the ingredients are listed in the PSL for the intended application?   |_|yes    |_|no – explain:       

	73. 
	Before applying a pest or disease control substance, do you check that the product is registered in Canada (i.e. with the PMRA) for controlling that pest or disease on the afflicted crop?  |_|yes    |_|no– explain:       

	74. 
	[bookmark: Text717][bookmark: Text718]Complete the following table for all production related inputs that you have used in the last 12 months. Include potting mixes and transplant inputs, fertilizers, pest control substances, manure (composted, raw, purchased), mulches (plastic, straw etc). If this is your first year in a certification program, list the products you anticipate using during the next 12 months.  Period covered:         to       
	Product
	Brand Name
	Crop(s) Applied to
	Condition or reason for use

	Example:  Sulphur
	Kumulus
	Apples
	mildew

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


If more space is required, attach a separate sheet.  |_|an extra page is attached




	
I.  HARVEST, PREPARATION AND TRANSPORT


	75. 
	When does the management of your product leave your control?
[bookmark: Check1074][bookmark: Check1071][bookmark: Check1072]|_|Upon arrival at the packing plant/distributor/wholesaler/retailer	|_|Pre-harvest	|_|Post-harvest
[bookmark: Check1073][bookmark: Check1075][bookmark: Text740]|_|When it leaves the farm gate	|_|Other (specify):       

	76. 
	Do you harvest your produce?    |_|no    |_|yes – proceed to the next question.
If no:
[bookmark: Text788]Who does the harvesting?       
Is the service provider certified organic?    |_|yes    |_|no – explain:       

	77. 
	Do you do post-harvest handling of your produce?    |_|no    |_|yes – proceed to the next question.
If no:
[bookmark: Text789]Who does the post-harvest handling?       
Is the service provider certified organic?    |_|yes    |_|no – explain:       	Skip to question #84

	78. 
	Do you or will you process any of your organic products (wash, sort, bag or box, freeze, dry, grind)?
[bookmark: Check1023]|_|yes – Continue this question	|_|no – Skip to question #84
Where do you plan to do the processing of your organic products?
[bookmark: Check1022][bookmark: Text715]|_|off-farm – Provide the name and address of the off-farm facility:       
[bookmark: Check1028][bookmark: Check1029][bookmark: Text814]Is this facility certified organic?    |_|yes    |_|no – explain (NOTE: this location will need to be included in your annual inspection as the processing area must be covered by organic certification):       

[bookmark: Check1021]|_|on-farm
If on-farm, do you plan to process only your own organic produce?
[bookmark: Check1025]|_|no, I process or plan to process other growers’ products (or will use other growers’ ingredients in my products).  Obtain an Organic Plan –Preparation form from PACS and skip to question #84
[bookmark: Check1116]|_|yes – proceed to the next question.
NOTE: if blending ingredients, or if the processing you undertake results in the original product taking a new form (juicing, pelleting), you must complete and submit an Organic Plan – Preparation.

	79. 
	Do you produce any multi-ingredient products within your facilities and wish to make an organic claim on any of these products?
|_|no    |_|yes
Do you process crops, so the end product takes a new form (e.g. juiced, ground, pelleted)? |_|no    |_|yes 
Do you do any organic processing of any kind for anyone else?    |_|no    |_|yes
If yes to any of the above questions, contact the PACS office and request the organic plan for Preparation, or Simple Preparation (if applicable).
|_|completed Preparation plan attached

	80. 
	Use the following chart to list each product you process and to describe the processing each undergoes: (i.e. freezing strawberries, sun-drying tomatoes, drying and powdering herbs, drying and cleaning seeds etc.):
	Product variety
	Description of the steps in the processing of this product

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


If more products need to be included, attach a separate page.    |_|An extra page is attached.

	81. 
	Describe your handling facility (including the size of the facility and all associated equipment and vehicles).
[bookmark: Text808]     
[bookmark: Check1112]|_|A schematic diagram of the facility is attached (mandatory).
[bookmark: Check1113]|_|A flow chart of the handling process(es) is attached (mandatory).
Do you handle both organic and NON-organic products?    |_|no, organic only    |_|yes, both
If both:
· [bookmark: Text810]How do you segregate organic and non-organic processing in order to protect the integrity of the organic products?       
[bookmark: Check996][bookmark: Check997][bookmark: Text815]Do you wash your produce?    |_|no    |_|yes – identify the water source:       
If yes:
· [bookmark: Check999][bookmark: Check1000][bookmark: Text807]Do you use any additives in your produce wash water?    |_|no    |_|yes – identify the additive:       
· [bookmark: Check1117][bookmark: Check1118][bookmark: Text816]Have you submitted a water test to PACS proving the source water meets Canadian Drinking Water Guidelines?
|_|no    |_|yes – date the test was submitted to PACS:       
· [bookmark: Text707]Date of the water test?       
· [bookmark: Text809]Describe your washing line and procedures:       
[bookmark: Check1114][bookmark: Check1115]Do you pack or package your produce?    |_|no    |_|yes
If yes:
· Describe the packaging used (including the materials):       
· Describe the packing line and packing procedures:       
Do you label your produce or packages?    |_|no    |_|yes  (Question #86 must be completed.)
Do you have separate storage area(s) within your facility for packed products?    |_|no    |_|yes
If yes, describe:       

	82. 
	Are any pest management devices or products used in or around this facility?  |_|yes    |_|no
If yes:
Who manages the protocols?   |_|They are managed in-house    |_|A contractor – identify the contractor:       
[bookmark: Text709]Identify the devices used:       
Identify any baits, lures or pest management chemicals used:       
|_|A pest control map of the facility is attached (mandatory).

	83. 
	Describe the cleaning protocols and procedures used in your facility(ies):       
In the table below, indicate cleaning products used and the areas and surfaces they are used on:
	What is cleaned (floor, food-contact surfaces, including hands and gloves)?  If on equipment, identify equipment.
	Exact Brand Name
Include product number
	Documentation attached
	Method used to ensure that cleaning agent is removed from food contact surfaces? Mention residue tests, if done.  (if it is not a food contact surface put “n/a”).
	Is cleaning and removal of cleaning material documented?
(if it is not a food contact surface put “n/a”).

	     
	     
	|_|Prod Label/spec sheet
|_|MSDS
|_|Ingredients list
	     
	|_|yes  |_|no  |_|n/a

	     
	     
	|_|Prod Label/spec sheet
|_|MSDS
|_|Ingredients list
	     
	|_|yes  |_|no  |_|n/a

	     
	     
	|_|Prod Label/spec sheet
|_|MSDS
|_|Ingredients list
	     
	|_|yes  |_|no  |_|n/a

	[bookmark: Text811]     
	[bookmark: Text812]     
	|_|Prod Label/spec sheet
|_|MSDS
|_|Ingredients list
	[bookmark: Text813]     
	|_|yes  |_|no  |_|n/a


If more products must be listed, attach a separate sheet.  |_|An extra page is attached.

	84. 
	Do you use any off-site bulk or packed product storage facilities?  |_|yes    |_|no
If yes, please provide the name and telephone number:       
Is this facility certified organic?    |_|yes    |_|no – request an Independent Storage Statement form from PACS.
|_|I have asked each storage facility to complete and submit an Independent Storage Statement to PACS.
|_|Independent Storage Statement(s) attached.

	85. 
	[bookmark: Check1005]Complete this chart for any permanent bulk storage facilities:   |_|not applicable
	ID #
	Style and Capacity
	Location
	Volume and
harvest year
	Contents

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


If more space is required, attach an additional sheet.  |_|An extra page is attached.

	86. 
	[bookmark: Check1006][bookmark: Check1007]Will your product(s) be labelled?    |_|no    |_|yes – NOTE:  All labels for transitional and certified organic products must be submitted to PACS for approval before use.
If yes:
[bookmark: Check1017][bookmark: Check1018][bookmark: Check1019][bookmark: Check1020][bookmark: Text711]Who puts the labels on your products?    |_|My enterprise    |_|Retailer*    |_|Buyer    |_|Packing house   |_|Other:       
Where (in what location or in whose facility) is the labelling applied?       
[bookmark: Text712]If anyone other than yourself might handle your product(s) or might package and/or label your product(s) prior to purchase by the end consumer, provide full details of the circumstances including the name of the operation (If more space is required, use the NOTES section):           |_|I have attached the organic certificate of the operation applying my product labels.
*For operations that will be certified to the Canada Organic Regime program, organic labelling cannot be applied to a product repacked by a retailer/third party who does not hold organic certification. My organic labelling will not be applied by the retailer:
|_|Not applicable - my operation will be certified to the BCCO Program   |_|true   |_| false – explain       
[bookmark: Check1015][bookmark: Check1016]What type of labelling is applied?    |_|Bulk    |_|Retail
If retail, indicate all types of labelling used:
[bookmark: Check1008][bookmark: Check1009][bookmark: Check1010][bookmark: Check1011][bookmark: Check1012][bookmark: Check1014]|_|Printed boxes    |_|Printed bags    |_|Bin or bag tags    |_|Box labels    |_|Stickers on product    |_|Stickers on containers
[bookmark: Text710]Other:       

	87. 
	Who is responsible for the transportation of your produce?
[bookmark: Check1076][bookmark: Check1077][bookmark: Check1098][bookmark: Check1078][bookmark: Text741]|_|Me	|_|Buyer	|_|Packer	|_|Other (specify):       
[bookmark: Text742]Describe the transport method:       

	88. 
	[bookmark: Check1079][bookmark: Text818][bookmark: Check1080][bookmark: Text817]If you are using rail cars for transporting grain, do you ensure the grain car is empty and clean before loading your grain into it?    |_|not applicable   |_|no – explain:       	|_|yes - describe how:       

	89. 
	Market(s) where your products are sold (check all that apply, including geographical locations):
[bookmark: Check1082][bookmark: Check1103]|_|Wholesale	|_|Processor	|_|within BC
[bookmark: Check1083][bookmark: Check1104]|_|CSA	|_|Broker	|_|in other province(s), except Quebec
[bookmark: Check1084][bookmark: Check1105]|_|Farm gate	|_|Box delivery scheme	|_|Quebec
[bookmark: Check1085][bookmark: Check1106]|_|Farmer’s Market	|_|Restaurants	|_|USA
[bookmark: Check886][bookmark: Check1107]|_|Direct to a retailer	|_|Other (specify):       	|_|International

	90. 
	If you sell directly to a retailer, respond to the following:	|_|not applicable
[bookmark: Text820]Identify each retailer and their location(s):       
	|_|my products are in their final packages when they arrive at the retailer’s facility
	|_|my products are in temporary/intermediary packaging when they arrive at the retailer’s facility.




	J.  NOTES

	[bookmark: _Hlk82075746]Use this area to add any information that may provide assistance to the Certification Committee Member who will review your application:       

	Attachments I am including with this document: 
|_|Farm map/diagram(s)
|_|Field Identification and Land Use History Sheet form
[bookmark: Check1055]|_|Independent Storage Statement
|_|Manure Declaration
|_|Mulch Declaration
[bookmark: Check1054]|_|Neighbour or Land-Owner Declaration form
[bookmark: Check1057]|_|Labels
[bookmark: Check1056]|_|Other management plans i.e. Crops Grown in Containers, Livestock, Poultry, Preparation
|_|Private Label Agreement/Co-packing/Co-production agreements
|_|Soil test
[bookmark: Check1052]|_|Split operation form
|_|Third Party Service Provider Agreement
|_|Third Party Grazing Declaration
|_|Water potability test for crop-washing water
[bookmark: Check1093][bookmark: Text721]|_|Other (specify):       
You will be required to submit an application that updates this plan each year.  Keep a copy of this Crop Plan as a reference for updating it in the future.  This application is part of your farm records and must be kept with farm records.



	  K. ORGANIC OPERATOR AFFIRMATION

	I affirm that all statements made in this application are true and correct.
I understand that:
· The applicable transition period of my enterprise does not commence until all documents constituting a complete application have been duly submitted to the PACS office for review, upon which time my enterprise and all its functions are operating under certification body supervision.
· Acceptance of this document in no way implies granting of certification by the Certification Body (CB).
· My operation may be subject to unannounced inspection and/or sampling for residues at any time as deemed appropriate to ensure compliance with the Canadian Organic Standards and Permitted Substances Lists.
· Any wilful misrepresentation will result in de-certification.
· Production methods may not alternate between organic and non-organic methods.
· This completed document is confidential information according to the policies of the BC Certified Organic Program.  Membership and certification status, however, is public information.
I agree:
· To allow the Verification Officer and/or members of the Certification Committee and the COABC Accreditation Board auditors access to all areas of my enterprise and to my records, including but not limited to: inputs, production, processing, handling, sales and products purchased for resale, from both organic and non-organic production.
I am applying as a [choose all that apply]:
[bookmark: Check7]|_| COR applicant - ISO-compliant certification for interprovincial/international trade (permits use of the COR logo).
|_| BCCOP applicant - certification of my products for sales only within British Columbia (BC Certified Organic Program – permits use of the BCCOP logo). NOTE: COR applicants who use the BCCOP logo must also apply for this program.
[bookmark: Check850]|_| BCCOP applicant certification of my products to the BCCOP Low Risk Program. I understand that the eligibility requirements for participation in the Low-Risk Program include the following criteria:
a) Enterprise must not be exporting organic product out of BC
b) Enterprise must not practice parallel production
c) Enterprise must not have outstanding conditions
d) Enterprise must have received a valid organic certificate in all of the previous three years
e) The enterprise must be assessed for risk, and receive a low risk ranking from the certification committee
|_| PACS Program applicant - certification of:
a) agricultural products for sales within my own province only (excluding BC) or territory, including Low Risk certification for operators outside of BC; OR
b) Natural Health Products; OR
c) Cannabis Cultivation and/or Cannabis Processing (within Canada).

	Signed:
	[bookmark: Text701]     
	Print Name:
	[bookmark: Text702]     
	Date:
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