First Nature Farmy is v family form in the Peace Country. Once o month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences ow the form.
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First Nature Farms

certified organic since 1990

Back in C’,a/\//'ns Season of Spr/'ng 201y there
Seemed to be a /ot more heifer cales Born
than bull calves.
herd, arowund 24 cows, just enough Zo

We don? keep a large

supply the Farmers' Market and a few
re?deSZ‘S for sides.

That was then and /ast week our local vet
made  fer yearly visit Zo ‘ preg test " our
Cows and sSee who was bred and who cwas
not. I was a /ittle concerned A Cime
since in the Spring we got a new Bull and
although he was " mdadure” I never did
actually see hint breed amy coews. That
could be disastrous for a beef producer.
One vear we had a bull who preferred
raééihg agawnst Crees instead of cows.
(That's whad it Zakes Zo go frorr breeder
2o burger)

In preparation of the vel visit we rounded
wup all the cows a/ong with all he young
heifers, a total of 40 animals.

The ved did her 2hing cwith her wltrasonic
probe and the results - 39/40 were bred, a
remarkable achievement For one bull in a
short amount of time! Swuddenly I had a
whole rnew respect for the new bull.

It may seem Chal we are back into the
beef Business but there are Some neco
problems.  Next vyeaw the aprount of
orgamc hay land e can cut has been
reduced by 0% Thadt means a GO
reduction in our beef herd of 24. 10
coews? And owur bison cows, From 35 Zo Is.
A 0% reduction in income? e re 30//73
Zo have To come wUp with Some rew
creddive solutions if we want to Keep doing

whad e ve been do/ng.

The grizzly lbear 2hat  haunted  the
nefghéoarhooc/ has avoided the Crap set
out by Fish & wildlife. Aside from the
large  felping of pork he Zook Ffrom our
ne{gfléoar, the 25 year old male caused ro
Further probless.

Sixty the dog is 5@/»@/73 with a Ilitt/e Aighrer
voice these days. The vet said he was a
“Vicker” and insisted he wear a plastic cone
around His head. " Keep him inside Ffor a
couple of days” wWhat a hassle that was!
The cone was a/most as 5{3 as the dog
and he kept éamp/ng into everything in the
house. Most notable coere our Shins.
Then when we let Aim owlside, the cone
shatlered in the cold and we had o duct
lape i/ Cogetler, a blue duct Zape with
/9//7,% P’B‘S on iZ.

After s dass that was enough.

Buttercup the rilk cow s haing a
rel@ionship, the #First in a long Zine.
When we moved the bull in with her it
was love a@ £irst sight. The two would
Share Seductive moos and lick each
ther's necks. Clara the ca/f was sz‘arz‘/ng
o play sSecond Fiddle Zo 2As nec guty ”
Che corral. Step-dad?.

Poor Butlercup. I don C Lhink she knows
She 15 number 40 in the bull's list of
#lings. She ‘s Zhe only cow left. The bell
15 Sl wnnamed. Tdeas? s.,




